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Abstract:

Written language has been described as a window into residual language deficits in children with
Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) and numerous studies point to a specific area of weakness
in spelling. However, there are a number of challenges in interpreting the current data. There is a lack
of consistency in the processes used to identify the participants, their age, the orthography in which
their spelling was assessed, the type of spelling task used and the extent to which co-occurring
problems (such as phonological impairments and reading impairments) are reported. We conducted a
meta-analysis with the aim of identifying these factors and give a single conclusion on the spelling
abilities of children with DLD, across European orthographies.

A systematic search of the literature was conducted, yielding 32 studies. From these 32 studies, the
difference in scores between children with DLD and a comparison group of typical children was
extracted, giving a set of 64 effect sizes to be meta-analysed. These effect sizes were combined for
the overall set, as well as for subsets of studies that differentially looked at the impact of
phonological and reading difficulties on the spelling of children with DLD. Moderators such as age,
spelling task or orthography were also considered.

This meta-analysis confirms the spelling deficit of children with DLD, and points to a number of
factors that might impact on the spelling performance of children with DLD, such as phonological or
reading deficits. However, most studies assessed children’s spelling in English and little were found
in other orthographies, impeding our ability to assess the impact of orthographies on the spelling
ability of children with DLD. This talk will discuss these results and future directions for research on
DLD’s spelling performance across orthographies.
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